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GLOBAL RELATIONS SECRETARIAT - EURASIA DIVISION 
SUMMARY RECORD OF THE OECD UKRAINE DAY - Paris, 16 June 2015 

 

The OECD Ukraine Day was held at the OECD headquarters in Paris on 16 June 2015. The event was 

designed to shape OECD work in supporting Ukrainian priorities, along three main areas: anti-corruption, 

public governance, and investment and business climate. 

OPENING OF UKRAINE DAY 

 
Ukraine Day was opened by Mr. Angel Gurría, Secretary General of the OECD, Mr. Aivaras 

Abromavičius, Minister of Economic Development and Trade of Ukraine, and Mr. Miroslav Lajčák, Deputy 

Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign and European Affairs of Slovakia. The focus of the discussion was 

the policy reform outlook for Ukraine and its remaining important challenges, despite the impressive 

stabilisation efforts made by the country. Mr. Gurría underlined the current help provided by the OECD to 

Ukraine, and expressed the OECD’s commitment to further assist the country through the 

implementation of the OECD Ukraine Action Plan. Mr. Gurría acknowledged the financial support of 

member and accession countries for the implementation of the Action Plan, and noted that a significant 

funding gap still exists. Mr. Abromavičius emphasised that macroeconomic reforms are being designed 

and implemented, for example on anti-corruption, energy sector and deregulation, based on policy 

advice from International Organisations such as the OECD. He pointed out that in Ukraine there is 

political willingness to continue to push the reform agenda, focusing on decentralisation, tax reform and 

the reform of state-owned enterprises. Mr. Lajčák stressed that Ukraine must be provided with policy 

support as well as financial support to be successful in its reform efforts. Adherence to OECD instruments 

can help Ukraine anchor policy reforms. Participation in OECD Committees and peer review processes can 

build capacity, strengthen public institutions and provide a peer support group to help reform design and 

implementation.  

PLENARY SESSION ON THE OECD’S ROLE IN SUPPORTING UKRAINE’S REFORM AGENDA 

 
Speakers included high-level representatives from OECD membership, accession countries and 

International Organisations: Mr. Petr Drulák, First Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Czech 

Republic, Mr. Rolandas Kriščiūnas, Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs of Lithuania, Mr. István Mikola, 

Minister of State for Security Policy and International Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade of 

Hungary, Mr. Artur Nowak-Far, Undersecretary of State of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Poland, Mr. 

Peter Balas, Head of the Support Group for Ukraine, European Union. They reiterated strong support for 

the coordination of reforms, and indicated the need to ensure their sustainability, in particular in view of 

Ukraine’s constrained budgetary capacity, in a context of territorial and economic crisis. In the meantime, 

they underlined that the Ukrainian government would require support to effectively pool available 

resources and expertise from the international community. The OECD should continue to play an 

important role, as a cost-effective platform to support the reform of the Ukrainian economy. OECD 

Committees are a focal point where Ukraine can tap the national experience of OECD member countries 

and their “collective wisdom”, as they identify and codify best policy practices. 
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PANEL SESSION ON ANTI-CORRUPTION AND TAX CRIMES 

 
Corruption is one of the most pervasive impediments to efficient and effective public services in 

Ukraine. Corruption is closely linked to tax crimes, including tax evasion and money laundering. Speakers 

agreed that establishing a corruption-free business environment is a key priority for the country. Major 

reforms are already underway with the establishment of the National Anti-Corruption Bureau, the 

approval of anti-corruption legislation and of a three-year strategy. However, more effort is needed on 

implementation and enforcement to ensure the success of these long-term reforms, especially when 

Ukraine attempts to spread anti-corruption reforms to its regions. Transparency and skills development 

are crucial for setting up enforcement institutions. Poland has important lessons and training support to 

offer Ukraine considering the important role played by its Anti-Corruption Bureau in reducing corruption. 

Through the Action Plan, OECD stands ready to help Ukraine to build this capacity. The panel members 

included a representative of the EBRD, who mentioned the common work with the OECD on anti-

corruption and praised the current and planned OECD work on issues related to the business climate. The 

work of EBRD and OECD was described as complementary. For example, Ukraine is involved in the OECD’s 

Anti-Corruption Network, and is a participant in the OECD Working Group on Bribery, the EBRD and the 

OECD already worked together on the establishment of the Business Ombudsman. Ukraine benefits form 

OECD support in strengthening its ability to investigate and prosecute high-profile cases, supporting the 

establishment of its Anti-Corruption Bureau. 

PANEL SESSION ON INVESTMENT AND BUSINESS CLIMATE  

 
From the Ukrainian side, the Panel was composed of Minister Abromavičius, as well Ms. Vladyslava 

Rutyska, Deputy Minister of Agrarian Policy and Food, and Mr. Yuriy Terentiev, the new Head of the 

Antimonopoly Committee of Ukraine. They discussed the priority reforms to improve the business 

climate in Ukraine. The main pillars of the Government’s strategy focus on deregulation, reforms of State 

Owned Enterprises, party financing, support for SMEs and intellectual property right protection. The 

Antimonopoly Committee is now working on improving the transparency of competition law and 

decision-making processes; and specifically looking at merger control, which has particular relevance in 

the context of the new government’s SOE reform agenda. Panellists included representatives of member 

countries, the EBRD and the business sector. They mentioned challenges currently faced by companies 

operating in the country and discussed possible policy actions to improving investment and business 

climate in Ukraine, in particular through current OECD work on green investment and SME greening. They 

emphasised the key importance of SMEs policy, the current and potential role of agriculture and 

agribusiness in the economy, and the strategic role of renewables and green economy. The EBRD 

representative mentioned that the reform of SOE policy in conjunction with SME policy shall further 

stimulate the development of private sector initiative. He looked forward to EBRD-OECD cooperation on 

that front. As a priority, Ms. Rutyska stressed the importance of the development of SME farmers in 

Ukraine, most of all by looking at how to develop good financial instruments that can increase input 

quality and the processing of raw products. As part of this, she particularly mentioned the OECD’s Credit 

Guarantee Scheme project, the IFC’s crop receipt project, and the IFC and Canada’s work on the 

development of agricultural insurance. The implementation of the OECD Ukraine Action Plan can greatly 



 

 3 

support these priorities, for it includes activities to support Ukraine in improving its business climate, 

such as the review of its competition policy, which is a priority for the Antimonopoly Committee of 

Ukraine, and advice on the government’s state-owned enterprises reform agenda through participation in 

the OECD’s Corporate Governance Committee.  

PANEL SESSION ON GOVERNANCE AND RULE OF LAW 

 
The representatives of the Ukrainian Government discussed the ongoing reforms made by ministries 

in order to increase professionalism in Ukraine’s public administration. Panellists included representatives 

of the IMF, the World Bank and the Council of Europe. They mentioned the importance of focusing on the 

implementation of effective public governance and rule of law. In particular, restoring trust, developing a 

fair and independent judicial system and introducing good management practices in the civil service are 

essential. Panellists emphasized the need to help Ukraine build stronger institutions, improve existing 

practices in public procurement, public finance management and domestic resources mobilisation and 

conduct reviews of public governance and regulatory policy. The International Organisations who spoke 

are all working towards these objectives. Co-operation between them is already very active, with 

synergies and complementarities being effectively explored. For example, The Council of Europe is an 

Observer in several OECD bodies and activities, such as the Working Group on Bribery, the Education 

Policy Committee, the Anti-corruption Network and the Public Sector Integrity Network; the OECD 

reciprocally participates in Council of Europe activities, such as the GRECO. The OECD is as well involved 

in the IMF’s activities together with the World Bank and the EBRD in anti-corruption legislation, the 

Anticorruption Bureau and anti-money laundering framework. The OECD currently works with the World 

Bank on bridging the skills gap in the public sector, and with the IMF on access to finance for the private 

sector. 

CLOSING REMARKS 

 
Participants praised the current Ukrainian government as the most reform-minded government of 

Ukraine. They recognised the progress made in a very short time, but highlighted the difficulty of the 

tasks that lay ahead of them. These challenges would only be overcome successfully if the government 

ensures effective communication and implementation of reforms. They expressed the unanimous 

commitment of OECD members and partners to supporting policy reforms in Ukraine. They 

acknowledged that the OECD could provide invaluable support to the Ukrainian government as a one-

shop stop for multidisciplinary advice and review. This would be invaluable given the interconnected 

nature of many of the reforms required in Ukraine. Speakers stressed the remaining financial gap to cover 

the Action Plan activities, and looked ahead to the cooperation between Ukraine, the OECD and partner 

organisations towards implementation of the OECD Action Plan for Ukraine in the future. 
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Annex 1 

 
UKRAINE DAY 

 
TUESDAY 16 JUNE 2015 – PARIS 

CLOSING REMARKS BY DEPUTY SECRETARY-GENERAL WILLIAM DANVERS 

 
 

Thank you for joining us today for OECD Ukraine Day, an important step in our 

cooperation with Ukraine. I’d like to thank everyone for their contributions.  This 

event has brought together key stakeholders to discuss Ukraine's reform agenda 

and how the OECD can support it. It has served as a platform to address pressing 

policy challenges, including anti-corruption, governance and rule of law, and 

investment and business climate via three thematic panel discussions. 

Today’s meeting has focused not only Ukraine’s challenges, but also its 

commitment to reform in order to create the basis for strong, inclusive growth. 

The current Ukrainian government is already engaged in major reform efforts, but, 

of course, there is more to be done. Today’s discussions have added to our shared 

understanding of potential solutions to a number of challenges that Ukraine is still 

facing. 

I would like to mention a few issues that were the focus of today’s discussion:  

 Corruption is one of the most pervasive impediments to efficient and effective 

public services in Ukraine. Corruption is closely linked to tax crimes, including 

tax evasion and money laundering. Many speakers agreed that establishing a 

corruption-free business environment is a key priority for the country. Major 

reforms are already underway with the anti-corruption legislation and strategy. 

However, more effort is needed on implementation and enforcement to ensure 



 

 5 

the success of these long-term reforms. Transparency and skills development 

are crucial for setting up enforcement institutions such as the National Bureau 

of Investigations and the Corruption Prevention Agency. Through the Action 

Plan, OECD stands ready to help Ukraine to build this capacity.  

 

 Reforms to ensure effective public governance and rule of law are also crucial. 

In particular, strengthening the independence of the judiciary and introducing 

good management practices in the civil service are essential to ensure a proper 

functioning of the state and its regulatory functions. The OECD and its members 

have a lot of evidence that they can share with Ukraine in order to help it build 

stronger institutions. In the framework of the OECD Ukraine Action Plan, the 

OECD can help Ukraine improve existing practices in public procurement, public 

finance management and domestic resources mobilisation and conduct reviews 

of public governance and regulatory policy. 

 

 In the last session, we touched on issues addressing barriers and possible policy 

actions to improving investment and business climate in Ukraine. Enhancing 

competitiveness, scaling up innovation potential, fostering trade openness, 

reducing heavy state presence in the private sector and developing stable 

financial markets were quoted by many speakers as pre-requisites for putting 

Ukraine's economy back on a sustainable growth path. These pre-requisites can 

be fulfilled through a number of efforts, including the implementation of the 

OECD Ukraine Action Plan, to support Ukraine in improving its business climate, 

such as the review of its competition policy and the advice on the ongoing 

reform of the state-owned enterprises. 
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I hope our future involvement in supporting Ukraine in its reforms path will be as 

vigorous as it has been today, and that we can all work together to help Ukraine 

through this difficult and complicated times.   

Going forward, we hope to see you all at the OECD Eurasia Week to be held on 23-

26 November in Paris where Ukraine’s competitiveness policies will be peer 

reviewed. The review will focus on business climate to develop energy-saving 

companies as means to support the transition to a more energy efficient economy. 

I will now ask Ambassador Paulo Vizeu Pinheiro, Ambassador of Portugal to the 

OECD, and Chair of the OECD External Relations Committee, to make some 

comments on the future cooperation between OECD and Ukraine. 
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Annex 2 
 

UKRAINE DAY 

TUESDAY 16 JUNE 2015 – PARIS 

CLOSING REMARKS BY MR. PAULO VIZEU PINHEIRO, AMBASSADOR,  

PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF PORTUGAL TO THE OECD, CHAIR OF THE OECD EXTERNAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE  

 
 

Dear (Deputy Prime Minister) Ministers, fellow Ambassadors,  

Distinguished guests and participants, 

As we come to the end of the OECD Ukraine Day program, it is my privilege to 

address all of you with closing remarks as Chair of the OECD External Relations 

Committee, which is the Council standing body in charge of co-operation with non-

members states and with International Organisations.  

First of all, I would like to extend our thanks to all those who have made the OECD 

Ukraine Day a success: Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of 

the Slovak Republic, Miroslav Lajčák, the Minister of Economic Development and 

Trade of Ukraine Aivaras Abromavičius and other high-level representatives from 

Ukraine's government, OECD Members and accession countries, as well as 

International Organisations. We highly value your time and participation in this 

important event, and particularly the very vivid debate on the state of reforms, the 

way forward, risks and opportunities.   
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In the External Relations Committee, we view Ukraine as a country full of 

resources. It is the second-largest country in Europe, strategically located at the 

crossroads between the EU, Russia and Central Asia. Its geographical position 

makes Ukraine a key transport and energy transit hub. Ukraine is a major industrial 

manufacturer as well as agricultural producer and exporter. The country has also 

the potential to become the breadbasket of Europe if its agricultural potential was 

fully exploited. However, we believe that Ukraine’s biggest asset is its people, 

literate and highly motivated to make a change in their country. A people that 

share the OECD values of freedom, democracy and market economy.  

Today, it has been encouraging to see such a unanimous commitment to 

supporting policy reforms in Ukraine, supporting the transformational agenda, an 

agenda that breaks with the past negative legacies and gives a glimpse for a better 

future. Today we have listened to very interesting assessments. This is the most 

reformist ever Government in Ukraine, introducing far reaching changes in a time 

of war. A double war: a war on Territorial integrity aggression and a war on 

Economic, Social, Financial Integrity, which are fundamental pillars of truly 

democratic prosperity. Today I have heard of Guillotine, but not one inspired in the 

French Revolution, but the Regulatory Guillotine, Regulatory Freedom and 

administrative simplification for a competitive, open and inclusive economy and 
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society, that will reduce intermediaries and the scope for corruption, a common 

scourge for all of the OECD and partners alike.  

I should dare to say that Ukraine reform agenda resemble a lot the OECD agenda in 

terms of themes and spirit, not in its full scale historic proportion, but this 

becomes an evidence when we speak about tax-reform, Investment, public 

procurement, SOE, SME, anti-monopoly, Rule of law, Central Administration 

Reforms, decentralization, etc. Today we have heard on balancing systemic 

reforms ownership and external assistance, on external and internal coordination 

(which for me are mutually necessary for efficiency and efficacy). A country 

business card is also the way it coordinates internally, including FDI and external 

assistance. And vice-versa, for the international community is paramount to act 

complementarily. Today we have heard on the importance to win hearts and 

minds through a better communication and explanation of reforms, since they 

bear main fruits in the mid-long term. In my country, Portugal, we have asked the 

OECD to quantify the impact of structural reforms on potential growth. 

Today we have heard on the reasons for hope, not only because of the reforms but 

also because of the richness of its people and cadres, because of the fact Ukraine is 

already an active player on trade and services and because it has ample 

opportunities   for investment, infrastructures and energy, including in energy 
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efficiency. OECD war on inequalities and its strive for inclusive and clean growth 

and jobs is also another common goal.  In this sense, OECD is a Single Shop Stop for 

multidisciplinary advise and review.  To give just one example, anti-corruption 

policy will necessarily be linked to competition policy, civil service reforms and 

public procurement among others.  

The OECD External Relation Committee has actively supported this co-operation, 

which stretches back over two decades (we have long been with Ukraine) and our 

relation has recently moved-up, qualitatively and quantitatively, with the signature 

of the Action Plan on Strengthening OECD co-operation with the Government of 

Ukraine on 22 April, which follows Member countries’ positive response to 

Ukraine's request to a strengthened co-operation with the OECD. President 

Poroshenko, the  Prime Minister visited both the OECD, showing Ukraine interest 

and commitment to have the OECD at their side, particularly in the anticorruption 

related areas, including governance-Rule of law and Investment-Business 

environment. In having the OECD at their side, alongside others, in times of deep 

historical change, of reinventing State, Economy and society for shared progress. 

 Many of you have confirmed or committed to support Ukraine, and I can only but 

join my voice in the encouragement you have heard today, based on concrete 

reasons, facts, opportunities and goals, to concretely support the Action Plan, 
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which is a cost effective way to fund work on priorities identified with the 

Ukrainian government. This morning, Secretary General Angel Gurria underlined 

that extra budgetary resources are needed for this purpose.  

During today’s panel sessions we have also extensively discussed challenges to 

implementation, sequencing and expected results of the reforms. We all 

acknowledged that reforming will not be easy at all, especially in the context of 

limited budget resources and territorial crisis. However, Ukrainian people aspire 

for these structural reforms today to build better lives in the future. And if the 

Ukrainian government has made a lot of progress in the reforms, a long way is still 

ahead.  

The international community has an important role to play accompanying Ukraine 

in this reform process, and the OECD has stood and will stand by Ukraine, together 

with other international partners.    

Our Organisation has played a key role in transformational moments in a number 

of countries, including my own. However, the OECD is more than a sum of its parts. 

This organisation can share good practices, contribute to transformational 

processes with its multidisciplinary policy expertise, be a focal point for exchange 

of best practices and coordinate international efforts to support policy reforms in 

Ukraine. 
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

We have been inspired today by your vocal support to Ukraine’s reform agenda. 

We are looking forward to working hand in hand with you on the implementation 

of the Action Plan on Strengthening OECD co-operation with the Government of 

Ukraine. 

For now, please join us in the George Marshall Room at the OECD Château for a 

closing cocktail hosted by the Visegrad Group. Thank you again for making the 

OECD Ukraine Day a true success. 


